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proper to their commerce. This generally ends only
at night, because the crowd is too great during the day
to allow of their concluding it then —although they
frequently arrange among themselves to leave a house
empty, so as not to defer the conclusion until night.

The 4th occupation of the soldiers is gambling,
which at the times when the traders assemble some-
times proceeds to such excess that they are not satis-
fied with passing the whole day, but they also spend
the whole night in this pursuit. And it happens
but too frequently that, in the ardor of their game,
they forget—or, if they do remember, they scorn
to observe—the feast-days. But What makes their
misconduct on This score still worse is, that so per-
sistent an attachment to the game is hardly ever
unaccompanied by the general Intoxication of all the
players; and drunkenness is nearly always followed
by quarrels that arise among them. When these
occur publicly before the eyes of the savages, they
Give rise to three grave scandals: the first at seeing
them intoxicated; the second, at witnessing them
fighting furiously with one another,—sometimes to
the extent of seizing their guns in order to kill each
other; the third, at observing that the missionaries
cannot Remedy these evils.

Such, monseigneur, are the 4 sole occupations of
the garrisons, which they have followed here during
so many years. If occupations of This kind can be
called the king's service, I admit that they have
always actually rendered him one of Those four serv-
ices. But I have observed none other than Those
four; and consequently, if such services be not con-
sidered necessary to the King, there has never been
Hitherto any necessity for keeping them here; and,



